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THE SHOW MUST GO ON!

Linette Smith is a little nervous but also defiant
after the terror attacks in Paris. But as they
say in the theatre...The Show Must Go On!!

e normally just spend a day in Paris, or  live music.....just like thousands of people do every
are passing through on our way to some weekend in Paris. After the horrific events on the
other destination, but this year, the 13th we debated whether or not we should come to

show is a week later than usual and it coincides with  the show, watching the news we saw a Paris locked
my birthday, so we decided to make a long weekend down with fear and crawling with army and police,
of it. We had planned a weekend of Hifi show, eating but defiance won over fear and we are sat on the

out, visiting bars and hopefully going to see some train for the 4 hour trip t the capital.
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We are travelling first class, which is not re- pretty packed, especially on a Friday. It

ally as flash as it sounds, the TGV trains - actually seems fairly quiet today, but

are pretty nice anyway, but first class as it's only a week after the terrorist

offers a more comfy armchair-type seat attacks and a day after the French police

and a supposedly quiet carriage, just stormed an apartment in Saint Denis, in

what is called for when you've been up the north of Paris, where the terrorist

since Sam... the quiet of the carriage group were hiding out, that is probably

though is being somewhat broken by the not overly surprising.

tinny sounding, autotune laden rap that the ~ We arrive at Montparnasse station which is as

young guy across the aisle from us is listen- busy and bustling as usual...welcome to Paris!

ing to on his iphone and earbuds. I feel it may be There are the usual army guys with guns patrolling

a service to humanity if I lend him my X5 and Sen- ¢, station, but this has been happening for the past

nheiser IE800s with some decent music, but fortu- few years, there doesn't seem to be any sense of

nately he alights at Vannes. This train to Paris, which heightened panic, everyone seems to be just going

leaves our local station just after 7am and gets into about their business as usual. We make our way to

Paris in time for pre lunchtime drinks, is usually

sy
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Anvers via the metro and again all seems pretty nor-
mal. We drop off our bags at our little Air B&B stu-

dio and make our way out into the rain. We are

hunting down veggie burgers and find the wonderful

little place, VG vegetarian burgers. Suitably stuffed
and now armed with an umbrella we make our way
back to the flat via a couple of bars. We are only a
short walk from where the attacks took place a week
ago but there does not seem to be any hint of Paris
being in shock and crawling with police, in fact there
are possibly less police on the streets than when we
were here last year...and the ones that we do encoun-

ter are very friendly.

Sponsored By

Seeing as being out and about in the city doesn't
seem to be a problem at all, we head out for a few
drinks and dinner around the foot of the Sacre Coeur
and on into Pigalle, we are actually heading back
round towards home when our night takes a suitably
bizarre twist. We pass a bar, the vintage wallpaper is
falling off the walls and there is art all over, some
framed and some graffiti, there are people playing
chess and there are vases of long stemmed roses on
the tables. We of course decide this place looks too
mad to walk past and go in for a beer. The people are
very friendly and relaxed and we are soon playing
chess and chatting and drinking with the locals. The
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bizarre part is that there is a piece of graffiti on the
wall (see below) that looks very familiar, we think it
looks like Aldo Vegas 777. Aldo is an entertainer
and comedian who used to frequent our bar in Brit-
tany when he was visiting friends for the local sum-
mer festivities...it turns out that the picture actually
IS of Aldo and this is his local bar in Paris, he is the
"Treasure of Pigalle' and they even distribute his beer
and have beer mats with him on! Of all the bars in all
of Paris we end up in the one dedicated to someone
we know from home. Replete with our bottle of Aldo
beer we get back home for a good nights sleep before

the show.

Saturday dawns and we are off on the metro again to
the Hotel Marriott Rive Gauche. Again the Metro is
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busy and everything feels normal. The only differ-
ence to previous years is that everybody entering the
hotel is scanned with a metal detector and bags are
given a quick search. We had thought that the show
may be cancelled or that there would be less attend-
ees, or perhaps overseas exhibitors would stay at
home. Speaking to some of the guys from Haute Fi-
delité they did say that they were feeling incredibly
lucky because the show was a week later than it usu-
ally is. Everyone seems to have turned up and is in
fine form and there are also plenty visitors, French
audiophiles are not to be kept away from the latest
hifi gems by mere terrorists! We enjoy listening to
some top class systems including a bit of a home
from home moment as the DEA room are demoing
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the Avantgarde to our friend Anna

Acoustic Duo XD, Eve ryone seems to have of O2A cables she
I suppose its the tu rned up and is in fine form reveals that she

mark of fantastic flew in from Vien-
hifi when you sit and there are also plenty na and there were
in aroom at a just 10 people on a

sowolisens  VISItOrs, French audiophiles .,y
are not to be kept away flight. This show

is a lot more bi-

have yourself! from the latest hifi gems by joux than Munich

and is really doa-

mere terrorists! ble in a day, how-

ever we get

music on the

speakers that you

There does seem
to be less people

visiting Paris from

outside of France, perhaps put off by the media hype sidetracked by G&Ts and chatting in the bar so we

that seems intent on keeping people away. Chatting ~ &r¢ coming back tomorrow for an hour or so. Dinner

is organised by the Living Leedh club, a group of
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French audiophiles who support Gilles Millot, the
creator of the rather fabulous Leedh loudspeakers.
Gilles' system was one of the highlights of the show
for me, his E2 speakers defy their small size and the
set up with the two subs is very impressive, they do
that magical thing of totally disappearing into a

seamless sound-stage.

Sunday is our last full day in Paris so we head out to
the show bright and early and finish off the rest of
the rooms. It is very easy at hifi shows to be seduced
by the big, show-stopper systems but a notable one
for me was a Technics 'bibliothéque' (as the guy run-
ning the room referred to it as) system. I rather like it
if you walk into a room with several speakers set up
and can't immediately pinpoint which is playing, the
little SB-C700 loudspeakers and the smaller electron-
ics set up were doing a cracking job and are a tempt-

ing smaller room option.

Other systems that stood out in my memory were the
KEF blades running on PASS Labs amps, not a com-
bination I had heard before but very enjoyable in-
deed. The Triangle and Atoll room was a great
celebration of French brands and I was particularly
taken with the room that had Fostex speakers run-
ning off Accuphase electronics. All in all, it was a
very successful show. There was a great turnout and
everyone seemed in good spirits. Had the show been
cancelled or people stayed away it would have just
been giving in to what the terrorists were trying to
achieve, to make us live in fear and not enjoy the
freedom that we have. Instead of presenting our usu-
ally Hifi Pig Loves You award to a particular room
or brand, we give it to Haute Fidelité magazine them-
selves and to all the people that exhibited and attend-
ed and made the show what it should be, a
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celebration of music and hifi...it seemed to be very
fitting.

We spend Sunday afternoon continuing our walk
around Paris, it's a cold but sunny day so we walk
through several districts, stopping at different places
on the way including going up to the Sacre Coeur to
look over the city. There are still plenty of tourists
around at the tourist hot-spots but it is not quite as
packed as usual, however places are still busy. We
pay a visit to the Place De La Republique, here
things feel different to the rest of the city as people
come to pay their respects to those that died last
week, but there is still a sense of purpose and activity
with volunteers organising the tributes and they seem
to be collecting and cataloguing the paper notes and
messages to keep as a permanent reminder of what
happened. There is a banner on the statue in the cen-
tre of the square that proclaims 'still not scared', Paris
is giving the terrorists a one fingered salute. The
square is ringed by what can only be described as a
media circus, reporters and camera teams from all
around the world have set up camp here, perhaps
they would give a more rounded view of how Paris is
fairing if they took their cameras out into the city

where life is obviously carrying on.

We end our Parisian trip on Monday, with a lovely
[talian meal before we board the train at Montpar-
nasse. We reflect on how lucky we are to be in a city
that refuses to be crushed by terrorist attacks. We can
still go out, eat, drink, meet new people, listen to mu-
sic and enjoy life. A small note, tied to a tree in the
Place De La Republique, summed up the feeling of
the weekend for me, it said 'smile, and Paris smiles
with you'.

Linette Smith
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THE PLAYERS

Of course every show needs its players and it is to the
credit of all the exhibitors at Haute Fidélité 2015 that
they showed bravery in continuing with the show given
the circumstances.

It was with a good deal of trepidation that we em-
barked on this year’s trip to the Haute Fidélité
show in Paris and not without good reason. As
I’m sure all readers will be aware the weekend
prior to the event Paris had been hit by a terrorist
attack that left hundreds of people killed or in-
jured. There was a good deal of discussion at Hifi
Pig as to whether we should cancel the visit, but
the train and apartment were booked and we
were very much of the thought that if we didn’t
go then the terrorists had got just what they want- |
ed. I’m writing this preamble on the train and I i
must confess to feeling a little nervous about the
whole venture. However, the people at Haute
Fidélité and a number of the exhibitors we know
well were determined that the show must go on
and so who are we to cry off when we are prom-
ised a great line up of kit and a weekend of musi-
cal enjoyment.

I don’t want to go into the whole “this sounded
great, this sounded crap” scenario with this write
up of the show as I think it took a great deal of
courage for Haute Fidélité to go ahead with the
show and for the exhibitors to turn up. It’s also
good to see that a large number of the public
turned out for the event.

Yes, there was a little extra security at the front
door with everyone getting searched, but this was
neither intrusive nor any kind of hassle.
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Devialet

Let’s face it, a Hifi Show in Paris without Devialet,
for they are based in the city, just wouldn’t be com-
plete and this year, as we saw at the High End Mu-
nich show earlier in the year, the French company
has continued the expansion of their range with the
Phantom loudspeakers and new software updates,
including a highly configurable phonostage which
we were lucky enough to have a play with earlier in
the year.

Of course the Phantom’s were in evidence in the stat-
ic display, but the main event at Haute Fidé¢lite was a
full set up of the Expert 400 monobloc amplifiers
driving a pair of the legendary B&W Nautilus loud-
speakers. We had heard this same set up at Munich
earlier in the year in a private session and again, here
in Paris, we were not disappointed.

Devialet also had a rather splendid looking pair of
their amps in a fetching copper colour...
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DEA International

PMC loudspeakers were very much in evidence in
Pascal Tokatilan’s room and also were a variety of
kit from MicroMega (not sure why this brand isn’t
more well known in the UK). There was a Thorens
turntable (TD203) with the new unipivot arm.

Highlight for us was the Avantgarde Duo XDs get-
ting an airing with Armin Krauss (Below) from the
German brand playing some great tunes to a thrilled
audience.

Sponsored By

L€ e DH

The Sound of Science

Click For More Information


http://www.leedh-acoustic.com/index-uk.php
http://www.leedh-acoustic.com/index-uk.php

Hifi Pig www.hifipig.com

Sponsored By

e DH

The Sound of Science

Davis Acoustics

Sperial Francais
e heut-parieurs g2 d'encsi
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JFF Diffusion and
PE Leon

The new Maestral floorstander was being used in this
room along with the Quattro R+. Electronics were
from YBA and mains conditioning by Torus. Digital
signals were coming from the Heritage MP1000Se
server.
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Fusion Acoustic

Great looking room this but we missed the window
for the dem. David Rio was a great host though and
the kit included the Gryphon Audio Diablo 300 (I
really want to hear one of these in the main system)
that had the phonostage included, the DAC One and
the Pantheon loudspeakers. The analogue source was
a beautiful looking Garrard 301 with a Tri Planar
MKYVII Carbon SE. Other kit in the room included
SRA racks, Meitner and Reed.

L masiieon e,
e page o
!

.Acoustic

L
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Plaisir Audio

German electronics from Octave in the form of the
V80SE with the KT150 valve and the Jubilee pre and
monoblocs. Focal supplied their new Sopra (used
with the V8OSE) loudspeakers and Utopia Stella with
the Jubilee electronics.
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Epectaz

Estelon loudspeakers looking rather marvellous
along with Japanese Electronics from Technical
Brain...not a brand I’ve come across before. The
SOtM DAC and server supplied the zeros and ones
and cables were supplied by High Fidelity Cables. A
Luxman turntable provided some analogue tunes and
Luxman amps were on display too.

techni
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Elite Diffusion

Elite Diffusion had a good selection of CDs available
for visitors to the show to buy plus a good range of
accessories from Audioprism and the lovely looking
and dinky iFi Audio electronics.

Telespatiale/Ming
Da France

Ming Da were displaying the Ming Da MC80-AS
monoblocs and a new version of the MD805. Had a
great conversation with the lovely David Vong of
Ming Da france (Pictured)
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Conceptas..Les
Architectes du

SO “ also had static stands which was a bit of

a shame really as it would have been good to be able
to have had a listen to some of the great looking kit
from Transrotor (turntables), cables from O2A,
electronics from AVM and Lua as well as
loudspeakers from Quadral. As usual Pierre
Lagrange and Anna Robathin (O2A) were both very
accommodating and absolutely charming as was
Décia Bel Ange from Conceptas. Congratulations on
your recent marriage Anna, from all at Hifi Pig.

[\ \\\ \- R,
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ST H All d iO had a load of cables J aZZYb i I'd had a wide selection of

from Stealth Audio Cables as well as the preamp tuneage on both vinyl and CD...which I valiantly
from Bespoke Audio resisted.

.

Tec’s Art

had some great gear on show too and again it would have been cool to have been able to hear some of it in

action rather than stood looking pretty and not saying much for itself. From Audia Flight there was the new

FLS1 pre/DAC/server and FLS4. Other brands on the stand were Grandinote, Mastersound, and Angstrom

Research plus room treatment from Astri Audio and Haverkamp and some speakers by 18 Sound. More vi-
nyl here too but well resisted.

{ crANDINOTE
VOLTA
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Exclusive Audio

[t was good to see a few British brands in evidence in
the main system that Exclusive audio were demon-
strating with the cartridges being from Edwards Au-
dio, Welsh brand Leema Acoustics and cabling by
Black Rhodium...other cables were by Studio Con-
nections. The turntable for the main event was from
Acoustic Signature with preamplifier and amplifier
coming from German brand Fonel. Loudspeakers
were Xavian. Static displays in the Exclusive Audio
room included turntables from Scheu Analog,
Soulines and Edwards Audio .

LEEMA ACOUSTICS HYDRA [l 5SS
BLOC DE PUISSANCE
5300€ TIC

Hydra I1

LEEMA ACOUSTICS
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Audio Prestige et
Vintage

Now these guys are based not far from where we live
in the Breton town of Quimper and so it was good to
see the Gwen ar Du flag represented here in Paris.
Today they had TAD kit in the form of the Compact
Evolution One CE1 and the Reference One R1 loud-
speakers. The lecompact disc spinner was the TAD
D1000 with amplifiers being supplied by Bel Canto,
in this case the Black ASC1
preamplifier/server/DAC and the MPS1 monoblocs.
Cabling was supplied by Synergistic research with
mains conditioning being Epure. This room was ab-
solutely packed on the Saturday!

Audio chus

Bel Canto electronics and Thiel loudspeakers in this room...surprisingly. Two different sources were in evi-
dence in the guise of the Bel Canto REL Stream and an Aurender N100. Digital to analogue conversion and

amplification was again by Bel Canto with their DAC3.7 and REF600M amplifier...all feeding a pair of
Thiel Tower 1 loudspeakers. The room had been “treated” with products from Synergistic research who also
supplied cables, with mains filtration being the Epure unit...really must get to play with one of these!

Also getting an airing in this room was Russell Kaufman’s Russel K loudspeakers.
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Espace Cinéma SIEA 3D Labs . cictonics

from 3D Labs including their Nano series plus head-

an d Trl nNov phones and cartridges from well known American

brand Grado.
Here we have a couple of systems on show with the

first using the DigiBit Aria, the Trinnov ST2-Hifi
room correction module (watch this space for a re-
view in the coming months) and amplification being
provided by Accuphase, namely the C-2420 preamp
and the Class A A-70 power amplifier which all fed a
pair of B&W 802D3 loudspeakers.

The second system used the Trinnov Amethyst room
correction/preamp module with Pass Labs X250.8
providing the juice into a pair of B&W 805D3s with
the bottom end being fleshed out with the company’s
DBI1 subwoofer.

3 AT & 5L
a
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Panasonic/Technics

Everyone will know the names Panasonic and Tech-
nics as these Japanese brands have been on the scene
since I was a young’en...and well before that. Tech-
nics are now very much back on the scene with a
great looking couple of set ups...one a bit more full-
blown and the other a tad more compact.

The bigger system today is the Reference Series R1
made up of the SU-R1 preamp/streamer and the SE-
R1 amp (very cool looking it has to be said) all feed-
ing into a pair of SB-R1 floorstanders.

The more compact system we have seen before at the
Bristol Show back on February and is made up of the
CD SL-C700 CD player, an ST-C700 streamer, the
SU-C700 integrated amplifier and the SB-C700
loudspeakers that use a coaxial driver.

The Ottava all in one system and G30 electronics
were also on show in the room.

Technics have put together a system here that harks
back to the glory days of the 1980s in its styling and
aesthetics and they have realised that people want kit
that not only performs well, but also looks the part
when in the home. Smart move!
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Point Musiques

Artec was the main brand on show in the Point Mu-
sique room and I have to say it looks very cool and
understated. There was two systems on show with
the first being the I-150 integrated amplifier and SE-
Y3 loudspeakers and the second being the P-100
preamp with integrated DAC feeding the signal into
a pair of 120 monoblocs which in turn fed the juice
to a pair of SE-Y4 loudspeakers.

Getting the music off the black stuff were the Sonata
and Andante turntables by BG Concepts that used
Sonatine and Con Brio arms who also had a new, and
very cool looking, valve integrated amplifier on
show along with a new phonostage. Handling CD
duties was the Gold Note CD 1000.

There were also Ocellia electronics and loudspeak-
ers, a new set of their cables (Ocellia Reference OCC
along with valve amps from Live Sound (new inte-
grated amplifier PT2) and more valves fromTosca
with their AT7, ATS and AT3s.

Great room this!

e N~
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B&W

The main event here was the B&W 802 D3 loud-
speakers getting their juice from Classe Audio CA-
M600 monoblocs and a CP-800 MK2 pre, all being
fed tunes from a Digibit Aria server.

Not being played but on display were more electron-
ics from Classe and more loudspeakers from B&W.

The Sound of Science
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Etalon/Casques-
head phone On the stand there

was the streamer strStreamer and an internet filter by
the name Ethernet Isolator. Other brands on this
stand included RudiStor, Viva Audio and Kennerton. /

V>

f
X
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Pier Audio

Gold and Classique on show with a hybrid monobloc
called MS8000SE that will develop 250 Watts!

Sadly a static stand for some great looking valve

amplifiers. Must get to hear this brand soon as it

looks pretty interesting...as the photos show.
TR T

Sponsored By

L€ e DH

The Sound of Science

Click For More Information



http://www.leedh-acoustic.com/index-uk.php
http://www.leedh-acoustic.com/index-uk.php

Hifi Pig www.hifipig.com

Sponsored By

e DH

The Sound of Science

Au d iOAxe had a room and static

stands outside cables from Supra and Wireworld
(Thanks for the gin, Martin - pictured) as well as
headphones from Fostex, arms, cartridges and vinyl
accessories from clearaudio and the lovely looking
racks from Bassocontinuo. Sonneteer were also well
represented in this room.

‘wIRE{ORLD
CABLE TECHNDLOGY

Engineared for Raality™
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Atoll
Electronics and
Triangle Acoustics

Well known and widely accessible in their home
country France, Atoll seem to be less well known
elsewhere, which is something of a shame as I’ve
always enjoyed the noise they make at the French
shows I’ve heard them at Today a couple of systems
were on show, with the first being a tad more high-
end and made up of the company’s CD400SE silver
disc spinner, PR400 preamp and AM400 power amp
powering Triangle’s Signature Alpha loudspeakers

The second system was a little more real-world and
took the form of the all in one SDA100 powering
Triangle’s Signature Delta floorstanders and
Signature Theta standmounts.

»
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Zedde Electronic

Dominique that owns and runs Zedde is a nice guy
and always very accommodating when we speak to
him. He’s the importer into France of the Pass Lab
range of electronics; INT-60 amp and INT-250 amp.

But there are more strings to his bow in the guise of
the awesome looking Metronome Technologie CD
Player 2, their DAC C6+ and Kalypso drive.

Loudspeakers for the day were the beautiful KEF
Blade 2 and the British company’s Reference 5.

Cables were all by Gutwire from America,;
Synchrony for the digital cable, Chime 3 for the
speaker cable and Uno S for the interconnects.
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Hamy Sound

Here in France Hamy Sound is a big concern and this
is reflected in the brands and kit on dem here today.
We have an Accuphase e-470 driving a pair of Fos-
tex loudspeakers a little Fostex valve headphone am-
plifier (HP-V8) and some new Fostex headphones.

Also on show was kit frol M2Tech and some won-
derful Clearaudio turntables.
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BC Diffusion

Here we had the well received TEAC DAC UD-503
along with BC Acoustique’s own electronics all
feeding into Dynaudio loudspeakers (Confidence C2
floorstanders and the more compact Contour S1.4.
On a static display they had TEAC turntables which
looked interesting

The Sound of Science
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Leedh and Swisso-
nor 133302

LA T YT
LT T VTP

Gilles Milot has to be one of the nicest people in- L
volved in hifi anywhere in the world and it’s always
a great pleasure to meet up with him. Leedh are also
the sponsors of this supplement making the trip to
Paris possible. For those not familiar with Acoustical
Beauty and the Leedh brand, they are the makers of
the Leedh E2 loudspeakers that we were lucky
enough to review some time ago...and which still
remain one of my personal favourites at any price.
Now with a pair of the fully functional 20.1 bass
units they are even better and we’ve heard the duo a
good few times now. Linette nd I were saying that
when we eventually downsize in a few years, it is
likely that the Leedh E2 will form the noise making
bit of the system...they really are that good in my
opinion.

Along with the distinctive E2 loudspeakers we had a

Thorens TD160 turntable by Swissonor along with
their own valve phonostage. Amplification was a
new transistor based amplifier made by Gilles Milot
(we were present in St Brieuc a few weeks ago at the
world premier of this amp). When not spinning vinyl
the tunes were supplied via a Surface Pro.

Linette and I were kindly invited out for dinner with
the guys from the forum Living Leedh and had a
great night discussing all manner of hifi related top-
ics.
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At the end of each audio show we visit we usually
give away an award to the room which we feel has
impressed us the most and whilst there were a good
few rooms at this year’s Haute Fidelité in Paris we
also felt that given the circumstances surrounding
this particular show that it would be wrong to single
just one brand or one distributor. It was with this in
mind that we chose to give the award to the organis-
ers themselves and, by default, to all the companies
and all the folk who got on with their lives when it
would have been so much easier to have cancelled
the show, or for them to simply stay at home.
Walking and taking the Metro around Paris we never
felt that this was a city that had only a week prior
been the subject of an awful series of atrocities.
There was of course a little increase in the evident
number of armed police and soldiers, but nothing at
the level we had been expecting. People were happy,
people were smiling and the only time that I felt any-
thing other than Paris at its normal happy self, was
when we paid a visit to the Place de la Republique.
Here there were public displays of grief, as you
would expect, but there was also an absolutely huge

presence of the world’s
media.

Our thoughts obviously are
with the families of those
who suffered, but it is good
to see that the Parisians are
not allowing the terrorists

to win and are getting on
with their lives. I fear this
may change with increased
security and clampdowns )
on some freedoms we have |
come to take for granted.

Of course what makes any
hifi show great is the peo-
ple and this year's Haute
Fidelité Show in Paris was
no exception and here are
some of the lovely people
we met. Remember, what-
ever show you see us at do
say hello!
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The Leedh E2 loudspeaker system and its dedicated subwoofer are the culmination of years of intensive research
into the fundamental principles into the way the human ear perceives sound, the way that sound is generated and
how the inherent problems with conventional drivers can be overcome.

The Sound of Science

We believe that Leedh E2 offers music lovers looking for the very best in sound quality the ultimate listening
experience, offering a level of fidelity previously unattainable and unimaginable with conventional driver technology,
which has changed little in decades.

LEEDH designers have developed a new type of electrodynamic loudspeaker, the Acoustical Beauty Speaker. This
technology does not contain a soft iron pole in the motor, a foam edge, or a spider in the suspension, because these
three components produce the majority of sonic imperfections found in all traditional speakers.

The purity of each wave of sound reaching the listener is the zenith of the unique and innovative way the drivers in
the loudspeakers are designed, bringing the concert hall into your living room.

Leedh - The Sound of Science

For more information on this exceptional loudspeaker technology CLICK HERE to visit our website

www.leedh-acoustic.com or email Gilles.Milot@Acoustical-Beauty.com
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